MI -' a prrf-'n, to free hinfllf from the iiu-
portuiiiiiv*s of r, CtvJiior, ciphers hl.nfof as a plulj;**
for the c'J r, or Li lieu cf pnri xi:t: this fpeucs of
flavcry is countenanced b} the IlinJoj as well as the
Jcvviih ana Roman ,iiriipruJj.icc. h do^; not, hov;-
ever, occur to me iliat the latter adrrxittcd of per-
fonal Hz.very on the chance of play, as is the au>v/ed
language of flat ate in thi;; country, a? it \\as by eon
fuetudhiarv law in America '.

o, and Vvagering at cock-fighting, arc for-
bidden by the mofl ancient cedes of law ; it would
appear therefore that this paflion is not only preva-
lent in early age's, but a lib 1:10ft violent, fincc per-
fonal liberty was fonietinies thrown in as the laft
flake. In a country where flavery is permitted, this-
unlawful act v as defined a forfeiture of liberty.

ANOTHER d^fcrlpdon of flavcs are fuch as have
become Sanyaffee, and afcerwards have renounced
that holy way of life. This conduct: implies not
merely a dcrelitiion of a ft ate cf fanftity and great
perfeftion, but alfo the breach of folernn vows;
v/hoever was guilty of it became punifi^able by the
niagiflrate with the lofc of liberty, unlefs the de-
li iquent were a Brahmin. In that cafe the criminal
was branded in the forehead with the print of a,
dog's foot, and baniihed tiie kingdom f.

* Robertfon's Hiftory of America*

f Vide Gentoo Laws, chap.    y fed, ru